HrA~ 



League in their entirety, the system will stream songs by other artists with 
many of the same attributes, such as Frankie Goes to Hollywood, to the 
user 100. The streamed song files are sent from an media content 
database 135 to the user's network-enabled entertainment cluster 115. 
This entertainment cluster 115 may include a computer 140, and a device 
for playing the songs, such as a stereo 145. In one embodiment, song 
files are downloaded by the computer 140, converted, and sent to the 
stereo 145 in a playable format." 





IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amendydaims 1-4, 6-15; cancel claims 16-29; and new claims 
30-43 as follows: 

5\A^ ^ 1 . (Amerced) An automatic user preference detection 
f system, comprising: 

a score calculation module to determine a score for a media 
content file distributed to a user by a media content file distribution 
source, wherein the siore is calculated based on a comparison of a 
length of time in whichlthe user allows the media content file to be played 
at a user computing device relative to a total length of the media content 
file; 

a database to stdre a preference file for the user of the media 
content file distribution source, the preference file being based on 
previously determined media scores for the user and a determination of 
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local media content files stppe^on the user's computing device; and 

a processing^fiodule to modify the preference file based on the 
score, whepgin the processing module further selects a second media 
cont^fit file to distribute to the user based on the preference file, 
(fen ^ (Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the media 

content fifes is a music file. 

3. VAmended) The system of claim 1 , wherein a rate at which 
the processing rtaodule modifies the preference file is configurable. 

4. (Ametaded) The system of claim 1 , wherein the system 
determines the lengtl\based on the user's responses made with a user 

control point. 

f>0& 3)^7 \? (Amended) The system according to claim 1, wherein the 
media content file is sent to the user via an Internet stream. 

7. \ (Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the processing 
module periodically selects testing media content files to distribute to the 
user, wherein the testing media content files are randomly selected to test 
whether the user's media content file preferences have changed. 

8. (Amended\ The system of claim 1 , wherein the processing 
module further modifies the\preference file based on responses of other 
users having similar media preferences. 

9. (Amended) An automatic user preference detection system, 
comprising: \ 

a database to s|ore a media content preference file for a user of a 
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media content file distribution source, the presence file being based on 
previously determined media scores for Ure user, a score determined 
based on a comparison of a length onime in which the user allows a 
media content file to be played arc a user computing device relative to a 
total length of the media coruent file, and a determination of local media 
content files stored onytne user's computing device 



a processing module to modify the preference file based on the 
score, jwherein the processing module further selects a second media 
content file to distribute to the user based on the preference file. 



VI 0. (Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the media 
content fUe is a music file. 

1 1 . \ (Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein a rate at which 
the processingimodule modifies the preference file is configurable. 

1 2. (Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the system 
determines the length based on the user's responses made with a user 
control point. \ 

13. (AmendedX The system of claim 9, wherein the media 
content file is sent to the uster via an Internet stream. 

14. (Amended) Thai system of claim 9, wherein the processing 
module periodically selects testina media content files to distribute to the 
user, wherein the testing media content files are randomly selected to test 




a read/write/aevice to read data from and write data to the 
database; / 
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whether the user's media content file preferences have changed. 

^3\ (Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the processing 
module furtl\er modifies the preference file based on responses of other 
users having similar media preferences. 




based on a comparison o 
media content file to be p 
total length of the media 



30. (New) A mi hod of automatically detecting media content 
preferences, comprising: 
£ determining a scor^ for a media content file distributed to a user by 

a media content file distribution source, wherein the score is calculated 

a length of time in which the user allows the 
nyed at a user computing device relative to a 
content file; 

storing a preference file for the user of the media content file 
distribution source, the preference file being based on previously 
determined media scores for the user and a determination of local media 
content files stored on the user's computing device; and 

modifying the prefe rence file based on the score, wherein the 
processing module further selects a second media content file to 
distribute to the user bas 3d on the preference file. 
^>0fc 3>1>7 ^ 1 ' ( New ) The method of claim 30, wherein the media content 
file is a rrnXicfile. 

32. fMew) The method of claim 30, wherein a rate at which the 
preference file is rnodified is configurable. 

33. (New) Vie method of claim 30, further including determining 
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the length based on the user's responses made with a user control point. 

3\ (New) The method according to claim 30, further including 
sending th^media content file to the user via an Internet stream. 

35. Wew) The method of claim 30, further including periodically 
selecting testingvmedia content files to distribute to the user, wherein the 
testing media content files are randomly selected to test whether the 
user's media contenWile preferences have changed. 

36. (New) The method of claim 30, further including modifying 
the preference file based\pn responses of other users having similar 
media preferences. 

37. (New) An article comprising a storage medium having stored 
thereon instructions that when executed by a machine result in the 
following: 

determining k score for a media content file distributed to a user by 
a media content file Distribution source, wherein the score is calculated 
based on a comparison of a length of time in which the user allows the 
media content file to be played at a user computing device relative to a 
total length of the media content file; 

storing a preference file for the user of the media content file 
distribution source, the preference file being based on previously 
determined media scores for the user and a determination of local media 
content files stored on the User's computing device; and 

modifying the preference file based on the score, wherein the 
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processing module further selects a second media content file to 
v distribute to the user based on the preference file. 

"8. (New) The article of claim 37, wherein media content file is a 
music fif 

39. \ (New) The article of claim 37, wherein a rate at which the 
preference file is modified is configurable. 

40. ^New) The article of claim 37, wherein the instructions 
further result in idetermining the length based on the user's responses 
made with a userVontrol point. 

41 . (New)Yhe article of claim 37, wherein the instructions 
further result in sending the media content file to the user via an Internet 
stream. 

42. (New) The arftcle of claim 37, wherein the instructions 
further result in periodically selecting testing media content files to 
distribute to the user, wherein the testing media content files are randomly 
selected to test whether the user\media content file preferences have 
changed. 

43. (New) The article of claiki 37, wherein the instructions 
further result in modifying the preference file based on responses of other 
users having similar media preferences. 

/// 
/// 
/// 
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